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f f ! !  u i l t  in  '1993 at  the end of  the 3 .6

&"* ,  Turbo product ion,  and wi th  very
i  l i t t le  fanfare Porsche of fered i ts
.&,u, -  dea lers  rvor ldwide a chance to

order  what  were to  be the las t  o f  the hand
bui l t  product ion cars  purposely  bu i l t  by
Porsche 's  VRS Depar tment  (a lso known
as Exc lus ive or  Spec ia l  Works) .  Customers
could  order  these cars .  which were to  be
loosely  based on the s t i l lborn 965 concept ,
by  p lac ing  a  $20 .000USD depos i t  on  a  ca r
they  had  on l y  seen  i n  a  pho tog raph .  The
base pr ice was wi th  gas guzz ler  tax .  jus t  a
tad  ove r  $160 ,000USD -  A  p r i nce l y  sum in
1994 and even today.

I t ' s  one of  the rarest  oroduct ion Porsches
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ever .  In  the end jus t  76 "F lachbaus"  were
bui l t  for  wor ldwide de l ivery .  The pr imary
feature o f  the spec ia l  ed i t ion was the
$60,179USD Turbo "S"  F la tnose Package.
This  cons is ted of  the 968 der ived F la tnose
for  the U.S.  and ROW and the 9305
der ived F la tnose for  Japan.  In  addi t ion,
i t  inc luded the XBB Turbo 'S '  motor  wi th
385 BHP,  X92 Exc lus ive f ront  spo i ler ,  X93
Exc lus ive rear  spo i ler  and X99 Exc lus ive
rear  fender  vents .  A l l  o f  the 'X '  oot ions
could  be ordered on any 3.6  Turbo but  the
Fla tnose opt ion was on ly  ava i lab le  as par t
o f  th is  package.

The  Package  mode l  f o r 'U .S .A .  on l y 'was
a var ia t ion and was a F lachbau wi thout

the F la tnose and des ignated a 1994
Turbo S Model  (opt ion code '36S' )  but
wi thout  opt ion code XBS (Turbo 'F la tnose

Package ) .  The package car  was ident i f ied
by the combinat ion o f  the '36S opt ion p lus
the 'XBB'  opt ion engine,  the 'X92 '  opt ion
Exc lus ive f ront  spo i lers ,  the 'X93 '  opt ion
Exc lus ive rear  spo i ler ,  and the 'X99 '  opt ion
a i r  in le ts  in  rear  le f t  and r ight  s ide panels
for  engine cool ing.  Wi th  on ly  17 cars  bu i l t ,
i t  is one of the rarest Porsches ever made.

The bui ld process for these cars was
to pu l l  a  Turbo chass is  and a dr ive t ra in
of f  the l ine and sh ip  them of f  to  the VRS
Depar tment .  There the f ront  c l ip  was
modi f ied to  accommodate the F la tnose and
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the country appropriate front end was hand
graf ted on.  The engine was hand modi f ied
to Turbo S soecs. Rear vents were hand
welded in. And then the rest of the car was
hand assembled inc lud ing the running of  a
one p iece wi r ing harness and the layer ing
of eight coats of paint.

Prior to i ts introduction rumors circulated
about  i ts  power  output .  l t  was to  de l iver  as
much as 500HP to  the rear  wheels  desoi te
understated factory claims of only 3B5HP.

But  i t  seems that  much of  th is  c lamor  was
probably driven by dealers trying sel l  cars
which in  some cases would u l t imate ly
pr ice out  a t  near ly  $190,000USD -  and i t
was further fueled by a '1994 Excel lence
magazine ar t ic le  on the car  which made
simi lar ,  but  unfounded c la ims.  Wi th  not
too much d isappoin tment  I  can te l l  you
that  power  output  is  c lear ly  much c loser
to the factory f igure. But i t  is in the way
that  power  is  de l ivered that  any poss ib le

d isappoin tment  in  th is  is  erased.
As the las t  o f  the a i r  coo led s ing le  turbo

cars i t  del ivers i ts power with surprisingly
l i t t le  turbo lag yet  w i th  dec ided punch.
A 997 Turbo may be much faster, but
the F lachbau wi l l  p roduce a wider  smi le
and a whi te  knuck led passenger .  l t ' s  one
th ing to  be go ing 150mph wi thout  rea l ly
fee l ing i t  and i t  is  a  whole  o ther  to  have
felt  gett ing there every step of the way. l t
is a no oarachute. rock sol id car. that when
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proper ly  managed can be every  b i t  as  fas t
as a  modern supercar  through your  favor i te
canyon - no simple feat.

Despi te  the exorb i tant  pr ice tag i t ' s
not clear i f  Porsche ever made a profi t
on these rare cars. For most of the years
s ince i ts  product ion l i t t le  i f  anyth ing has
ever  been d iscussed by Porsche about
even the ex is tence of  th is  rare and un ique
hand bu i l t  model .  When I  s tar ted t ry ing to
locate one of  these cars  on ly  a  handfu l  o f
people  even knew they ex is ted.  I  a lways

longed for  the 930S Slantnose Turbo that
was THE wal l  poster  o f  the e ight ies .  But
in  1994 that  long ing turned to  lus t  w i th
the re lease of  the 3 .6  Turbo S F la tnose or
"F lachbau."  I  knew I  had to  own one and by
1996  |  d i d .  Bu t  i t  was  no t  a  s imp le  j ou rney .
F ind ing one by 1996 had become near ly  a
lost  cause,  most  were h idden away.  Only
in  when Porsche re leased the 91 '1  His tory
DVD in  2004,  d id  i t  formal ly  recognize the
1994 Turbo S F la tnose outs ide of  technica l
bu l le t ins  and publ ic ly  conf i rm i ts  wor ldwide

product ion numbers
Today the 1994 Turbo S is a rare, fast,

k ick  in  the pants ,  yet  dec idedly  o ld  school ,
super car. Whether you love or hate i ts
F la tnose and bugeyed headl ights ,  you
cannot  deny i ts  pedigree.  Anyone who has
ever  owned wi l l  te l l  you that  i t  is  one of  the i r
a l l  t ime favor i te  cars .  And that  a  b ig  par t
o f  i ts  endur ing a l lure  is  that  they jus t  don ' t
make them l ike that  anvmore.  I
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